
Abington hits awards trifecta 
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t is a triumph for a school district when 
one of its employees is named the best 
in his or her field statewide. For two 

employees to be so named is, of course , 
an even higher achievement. When three 
employees from the same school district 
win that honor, it is a rare trifecta indeed. 

The Abington School District in 
Montgomery County has achieved ex
actly that: 

• Jeffrey Chou , 6th grade teacher at 
Highland Elementruy School, is the 
20 11 Pennsylvania Teacher of the 
Year 

• Cynthia Begley, an instructional edu
cation support professional at Roslyn 
Elementary School, was named 2010 
Pennsylvania Support Professional of 
the Year 

• Dr. Amy Sichel, superintendent of 
schools, was selected as the 2010 
Pennsylvania Superintendent of the 
Year. 
The three winne rs were honored at a 

dinner sponsored by PSEA's Mideaste rn 
Reg ion, and were presented plaques from 
Region President Jim Sando. 

Chou was selected as one of only 12 
Teacher of the Year finalists in Pennsyl
vania. Students and colleagues com
mented how he puts the needs of students 
fust, getting children actively involved in 
their education, and how he was an early 

user of educational technology to 
enhance teaching and leanling . 

"Mr. Chou is an excellent 
role model for students as well as 
for fellow teachers," said Dr. 
Marianne Kaemmer, principal of 
Highland Elementary School. 
"He goes to great lengths to sup
port students- includ ing sending 
encouraging, congratu latory let
ters to his students when they 
enter high school and when they 
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PSEA board member James Sando and three 
statewide award winners in the Abington School 
District: From left, Cynthia Begley, Jeffrey Chou, 
and Amy Sichel. 

graduate." 
Begley, an instructional education 

support professional at Roslyn Elemen
tary School, was nominated for 20 10 
Pennsylvania Support Professional of the 
Year by Christine Dan·ah , a special edu
cation teacher at Roslyn. 

Dr. Kevin Osborne , Roslyn principal, 
described how special Begley is and all 
that she does for the school district. 

"She volunteers for many activities at 
Roslyn, inc luding being the lead producer 
for the school's Rocket Vision TV pro
gramming ," Osborne said. "She spends 
countless hours in support of Abington 
students ." 

Among her many activities, Begley 
has served o n the Opportunities to Learn 
Initiative Committee; has been a PTO 
president; and has been a volunteer for 
Citizens and Police Together (CAPT) ac-

tivities, and the post-prom party. 
Robe1t Hughes, a Roslyn student, 

praised her at a recent school board meet
ing, stating that Abington is fortunate to 
have such a dedicated professional. A 
special surprise assembly at Roslyn hon
ored Begley when the award was an
nounced. 

The Pennsylvania Association of 
School Administrators' Supe ri ntendent of 
the Year program pays tribute to the talent 
and vision of schools superintendents. 

Jim Buckheit, the executive director 
of PASA , announced Sichel's selection at 
a press conference attended by School 
Board President Raymond McGarry, who 
nominated Siche l; state Rep. Josh 
Shapiro, D-Montgomery, and many offi
cials and representatives of Abington 
Twp., the school district, and the district's 
partner organizations. ~J 

Important IRS notice on union dues deduction 
The Revenue Reconciliation Act of 1993 requires PSEA to notify its members regarding a reasonable estimate of the portion of their 
dues that are allocable to lobbying and political expenses and will be nondeductible for the coming year. PSEA estimates that 10 per
cent of your membership dues for the 2011-2012 membership year (September 2011 through August 2012) will be used for lobbying 
and political expenses. 

DISCLAIMER: This content is intended for use by PSEA members and their immediate families. PSEA-PACE supports friends of education 
in state and local elections. Contributions to PSEA-PACE are voluntary and members have the right to refuse to contribute without reprisal. 
A member may contribute more or less than the suggested amount, or not contribute, without it affecting his or her membership status, 
rights, or benefits in NEA, PSEA or any of PSEA's affiliates. 

Contributions to PSEA-PACE are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal or state income tax purposes. Only U.S. citizens or 
lawful permanent residents may contribute to PACE. No dues dollars can be given to political candidates. 
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