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Frotecting First Respomders and The Public

INACCURATE INFORMATION IN DATA BASES COULD COST
FIRST RESPFONDER LIVES - DELAY OUT-OF-AREA ASSISTANCE

By Michae] Jacoby

Char wriler is on a dual mission o sccumiely identify hazardous sites and encourage uses of audible
warning devices. to alert Brst and the public to the potential harards in the srea, We are
pahlishang this asticle 1o imform resposders thal tsere is. in fact, a national data base of hazardous
siles. Some mformation is sccurate some is not, some i incomplete, reponedly some localions may

be wrong. We usge

i 1o go online and become aware of what is posted in yoar area asd cosrect

any imaccursie or mcomplete informarion you mLt-c abile to. Flaces to check, EPA Envirobapper for

I::m.m{lcu and wwwepa. gov
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This is just one part of & much larger problem
that | intraduced o yoa im last Durmher's issue
af the PA FIREMAN whach is isformation (Data)
that is essential for the protectios of ke heslil asl
ualety of Firsl Responders and the general pablic.

The deficiencaes that were origimally brought 1o
povemment officials sitemtion in pust were again
re-imtrodeced in 2008 but this ime these detailsd
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of repralnliny e ks, TiMd tkovisg: fhem

reapansailily L 1 ingg - them
firsthand & multitode of deficiencicafinaccuracies
that can be easily seem. ., recorded in our federal
darahases 1hat lf\tbtinguad.b}-olhﬂs.wﬁd]is
essential for protecting the health and safety of
miillions of families across oar natkon,

As otbers reviewod these issmes, they ..,
pevognined the fact... that... these ssses have
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Locational Devtm {informntion)
Remember  the !I'ulbnrwlns d-words  “EPA
EnviroMapper for Envirolsces’
As & First Respander when was the Lasi time you
yoisr arca bo make site vour informatson
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Sample of EFA EsviroMapper for Envirofacts for
greater Hamishurg, Pennsylvania, ll'}ﬁu bring the
map up for your anea it will show you the varioss
sites for the area sclocted. You can then click on
individunl sites and get the demiled information.
Unfortanately & thearticle explains the information
b5 often incomplete. wiong of nol lsted of lised
at wreag kcstion, The goal s 10 get emergendy
servioes 1o first be aware of this system anid secoad
b ineTease ils conbeml and improve s socumacy.



